
 

 

ELECTORAL REVIEW STEERING GROUP 
8 MARCH 2018 
3.00  - 3.30 PM 

  

 
Present: 
Councillors D Birch, Leake, Mrs Temperton and Turrell (Chairman) 

1. Declarations of Interest  

There were no declarations of interest. 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting  

The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 24 January 2018 be approved 
as a correct record. 

3. Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places  

The Elections manager gave a review of the previous meeting where a number of 
recommendations had been approved. Officers reported back on areas which had 
been investigated further following the last meeting. 
 
Binfield with Warfield – BA, BB, BC, WM 
The following proposals were made for the Binfield area: 
 

 The ‘BA’ polling district would be separated into two new polling districts 
which would be made up of BAC and BI. (This was shown in the 
accompanying presentation on a map of Binfield in Orange/Blue) 

 There would be no changes to polling district ‘BB’ or ‘WM’. 

 Newbold College would become the designated polling place  for ‘BI’. It was 
reported that Newbold College was a good site in terms of elections facilities 
which could also absorb later growth in the area. As a result, it was proposed 
that there would be one extra polling station at Farley Wood rather than the 
two additional stations that  had previously been proposed. 

 Binfield Memorial Hall and Farley Wood Community Centre would continue to 
be used as polling stations for ‘BA’ and ‘BB’ respectively. 

 It was noted that these changes would result in a reduced number of electors 
voting  at Binfield Memorial Hall which would be more comfortably 
accommodated at the site. 

 
The new arrangements for Binfield were discussed and pictures of the proposed 
Newbold College site were shown to the Steering Group. It was reported that the hall 
would have enough room for two polling stations. Questions were raised about car 
parking at the venue and it was confirmed there was ample parking and good 
facilities for staff. Newbold College were also very keen to play an active part in the 
community and have offered a reduced hire cost at a ‘community rate’ for polling day. 
Concerns were raised about access for voters with disabilities and access to disabled 
parking. In particular there were concerns about the length of the walk from the 
carpark.  It was asked that should a wheelchair be available at Newbold College, that 
it would be made available for electors who may need it. 



 

 

 
College Town: SO 
Officers revisited the secondary school in Sandhurst to investigate the longer term 
availability of The Spot however its future plans had yet to be confirmed. It was noted 
that Bracknell Town Council would not be taking on The Spot at present. It was noted 
that although the venue had not been discounted in the longer term, it couldn’t be 
used as a polling station in its current configuration and would be considered again in 
a future review once any changes had taken place. 
 
It was proposed that the gym at Sandhurst Secondary School would be used as the 
polling station for the SO polling district. The school had reported that there were 
exams held in May/June each year which would require use of the gym and the dates 
won’t be confirmed until December what the position will be for the following May. In 
these situations it was noted that the polling station would revert back to College 
Town Infants School when an exam is taking place. It was acknowledged that 
difficulties would occur where elections are held later in the month of May and if there 
was a change of polling station venue, electors would be notified adequately why 
there is a change.  
 
The school had confirmed that it’s a self-contained gym and they had no concerns 
around safeguarding.. 
 
Warfield Harvest Ride – WG & WQ 
It was proposed that the new name for the polling district would be WE and electors 
would vote at Westmorland Pavilion. Additional costs would be kept to a minimum 
and the only significant additional expense would be for the venue hire. It was 
confirmed that there were currently no regular users at Westmorland Pavillion that 
would be inconvenienced at an electoral event. Members agreed to the proposed 
changes. 
 
Wildridings and central – BT & BW 
It was acknowledged that there were some difficulties finding a suitable replacement 
for the Keith Centre polling station. In particular, free parking in the town centre was 
not available following the re-development. It was reported that Bracknell Library was 
initially favoured as it had good internal and external facilities however  building work 
is due to be undertaken so the future suitability of the premises could not be verified. 
Therefore it was proposed to designate the former magistrate’s court as the polling 
place for ‘BT’ electors with a view to reviewing the library in future. It was 
acknowledged that parking was an issue. It was confirmed that elections staff could 
park at the police station but was security reasons electors would not be able to. 
Following discussion it was noted that Coopers Hill and St John’s Ambulance were 
considered as potential venues but the parking was insufficient and access would 
create a ‘bottleneck’.  It was noted that any voters who would have difficulty due to 
the lack of free parking could apply for an postal or proxy vote.  
 
It was agreed on the Magistrates court would be used with the library being 
considered at the next review following completion of the building works. 

4. Next meeting  

The next meeting was scheduled for May however it was confirmed that the report 
would be circulated prior to this and would only go ahead if necessary. 
 

 
 
CHAIRMAN 


